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RE: BLM Nevada First Quarter :zozs Oil and Natural Gas Lease 
Sale Notice and Protest, DOl•BLM•NV•B000•2024•0003•EA 

Dear State Director Raby: 

Western Energy Alliance {the Alliance) is protesting the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) 

draft environmental assessment (draft EA) and finding of no significant impact (FONSI) for the 

Nevada first quarter 2025 oil and natural gas lease sale in accordance with 43 C.F.R. § 3120.13. 
However, we do commend BLM for offering more acreage than previous lease sales, at12 

parcels covering 23,442.36 acres, and for holding that amount of acreage consistent from 

scoping, to draft and through the protest period. 

Overview oi Issues Being Protested 

BLM's draft EA for the Nevada's first quarter 2025 oil and natural gas lease sale is arbitrary and 

capricious in violation of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), Mineral leasing Act (MLA), 

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA), and National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA). 

Lease Preference Analyses and DecisionpMaking. As a general matter, the draft EA's application 
of its lease preference analyses incorporated under Instruction Memorandum (IM) 2023-007 

for the 12 parcels offered is inherently skewed to favor deferring parcels over offering parcels 

for lease. See BLM - draft Appendix K. BLM should continue to evaluate nominated parcels 

with a preference towards leasing, re-engaging nominators where necessary. 

SocIoeconomlc Analysis. In the draft EA, BLM failed to conduct a legally sufficient 

socioeconomic analysis under NEPA. SLM failed to analyze and disclose the full suite of 

economic and other benefits of American 011 and natural gas development in violation of NEPA, 
thus rendering its cost-benefit analysis legally deficient, arbitrary, and capricious. 
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