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17(b) Easement Management
Easement management, including easement mapping, marking and relocation, is discretionary and 
subject to availability of funds, personnel and management objectives. 

The Department of the Interior policy is to transfer the on the ground administration of an easement to 
another federal or state entity whose lands are accessed by that easement.

The BLM’s priority is to manage those easements which access long term BLM managed lands.

Generally, BLM will conduct management activities on a case-by-case basis according to the following 
criteria:
• Easements accessing lands that are permanently managed by BLM;
• Easements receiving high use;
• Action is required as part of an activity or implementation plan;
• Landowner supports the activity;
• Action will mitigate environmental damage to the easement or BLM managed lands; 
• Action will meet other policy objectives.

However, there may be instances where we complete minimal activities on easements accessing other 
publicly owned lands such as lands or waters owned by the State of Alaska or it’s political subdivisions.
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Finding a 17(b) Easement on BLM’s 
Spatial Data Management System (SDMS)
https://sdms.ak.blm.gov/sdms/
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Using the Lands Minerals and 
Realty (LMaR) web map
Select your layers:
 Easements 17(b), 
 Township and Section
 BLM Administration Unit
 USGS Quad Maps
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Verifying easements found on LMaR

Quad map 
codes tell you 
which map to 
select 

Be sure to select the 
quad map and 17(b) 
easement layers
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Attribute Table

1. Easement 17(b) Line tab
2. Filter by map extent tab
3. Click line on map for information
4. Data in columns
5. Hyperlink to patent/IC in Doc tab
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Questions?
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