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Travel Nevada Statewide Film Permit Stipulations

The following terms, conditions, and stipulations have been incorporated into the permit in order to manage filming activities being conducted on public lands. The Permittee shall comply with the following:

TTTerms and Conditions

1. All known proposed activities for the coming year will be provided by the permit holders at the annual fall meeting.

2. Permit holders will be required to contact each District Office (DO) Public Affairs Specialist (PAS) and Field Manager a minimum of 30 days prior to beginning any filming in the District with the date, location, estimated number of people, vehicles, draft script, and any other pertinent information. The PAS, Field Manager, and/or DO/FO Planning and Environmental Coordinator, will work with the Resource Specialists to determine if there are any resource concerns within the proposed areas; to recommend any additional safety or resource management messages; and if necessary, to recommend alternative locations. The PAS or Field Manager will respond to the permit holder within this 30 day period accepting or requesting modifications to the proposal.

3. The Permittee must provide film credits for movies and television shows. The credits will read as follows for use of public lands:

U.S. Department of Interior
Bureau of Land Management, Nevada

4. The permit holder will include safety and resource management messages in promotional materials, whenever possible.

Stipulations

1. The Permittee must comply with all applicable Local, State, and Federal laws and regulations. The Permittee is fully responsible for obtaining any permits or approvals required by state, local or other Federal agencies (Examples: county use permits, fire permits, county air quality permits, etc.).

2. The Permittee must indemnify and hold harmless, the United States, against any and all liability; direct or indirect, including injury to persons or damage to property, arising from the occupancy and use of the public lands associated with the activities herein authorized.

3. The Permittee must designate a representative for field operations before activities may commence. This person must be the sole field representative for the Permittee's employees or contractors in dealing with the Authorized Officer. Said representative shall be responsible to receive and comply with all communications and decisions issued by the Authorized Officer.

4. The Permittee must maintain liability insurance, naming the United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management as co-insured in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 for the full term of the permit. (43 CFR 5.7(a)).

5. In the event of an emergency, the permittee must call 911. The permittee must notify the Authorized Officer of any accident which occurs while involved in activities authorized by this permit which results in death, personal injury requiring hospitalization or emergency evacuation, or in property damage greater than $2,500 (lesser amounts if established by State law). Reports will be submitted within 24 hours in the case of death or injury; or ten (10) days in accidents involving property damage.

6. Unless specifically approved in writing as part of the permitted activity, all use under this permit must be confined to areas of previous surface disturbance.

7. This permit does not give permission to cross over or use any private land. The Permittee is fully responsible for securing authorization to cross or use private land and for any trespass on and/or damages to private land which may result from the Permittee’s activity. Access to public lands by the permittee is assured only when legal access for the general public is available.

8. The Permittee is not granted exclusive usage of public lands. Therefore, the Permittee must be cognizant of other user’s needs in relation to its own uses and will permit free and unrestricted public access to and upon the public lands for all lawful purposes unless otherwise authorized by the Authorized Officer for public safety.

9. This authorization is issued subject to all valid existing rights as of the date of issuance. Failure to comply with any terms, conditions, and stipulations of this permit will result in the immediate suspension or termination of the permit and may result in civil or criminal charges, as appropriate.

10. The Permittee must inform all employees and subcontractors of the terms, conditions, and stipulations of this authorization. The Authorized Officer or designee may direct the Permittee or its employees, contractors, or subcontractors to cease and desist all activities on public lands at any time in order to protect public health and significant public land resources. Activities shall resume only upon written approval by the Authorized Officer.

11. This permit does not authorize photography, filming, motorized vehicles, motorized equipment, mechanized transport of any type, camps, or facilities, either permanent or temporary within the boundary of designated Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas (WSA). If the permittee is interested in filming in a Wilderness Area or WSA please contact the District Office.

12. The Permittee must remove from public lands and properly dispose of any and all trash, litter, debris, waste, excess materials, including flagging, signs, or other substances and materials resulting from the use under this authorization. All trash and food items must be promptly contained within closed, wildlife proof containers. All trash must be regularly removed from the project site to reduce the attractiveness of the area to ravens and other predators common to the area. Burning of any trash is prohibited.

13. NO dumping of water, sewage, trash, oil, other petroleum products, or hazardous material is allowed in the area. Should hazardous materials be spilled or deposited by the Permittee, its agents, or a third party, the Authorized Officer must be immediately notified. Any clean up or reporting requirements must be completed in compliance with all applicable State and Federal laws and regulations. All wastes must be transported out of the area to an authorized waste disposal facility.

14. Any property of the permittee left unattended on BLM-administered lands longer than ten (10) days without permission of the Authorized Officer is subject to disposition under the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended; or at the discretion of BLM will be removed and delivered to the permittee at the permittee's expense. Removal of the property by the United States will not relieve the permit holder of liability for the cost of its removal and restoration of the site.

15. Vehicles (including off-highway vehicles (OHV) and transport trailers) must be clean when entering public lands to eliminate the possibility of noxious and invasive non-native weeds being introduced. The permittee must avoid staging (camping, parking vehicles, etc.) in weed infested areas.

16. Any livestock (pack and saddle) brought on-site for filming must be fed a certified weed free forage beginning five (5) days before arrival and for the duration of filming.

17. Many of the film locations on public lands are remote. Permittee is responsible for ensuring adequate sanitation facilities are provided. These toilet facilities will include porta-potties or motorhomes.

18. Prior to release, the permittee must provide a link to the final video and/or photos to the Authorized Officer. Additionally, the Permittee hereby agrees to allow the BLM to duplicate videos or photos for the purpose of promoting public lands to the film industry or for internal government training.

19. Filming operations must be conducted in such a manner as to avoid creating safety hazards to other public land visitors and to the filming crews. The Permittee must place signs and other warning devices as deemed necessary by the Authorized Officer to warn of the action taking place.

20. The Permittee must take adequate steps acceptable to the Authorized Officer to rehabilitate any surface disturbances associated with the permitted activities, to a condition comparable to their condition prior to the permitted activity. (Examples: smoothing of berms or disturbed soil to natural contour; removal of vehicle ruts; replacement of fences or gates, etc.)

21. During filming and other actions on public lands authorized by this permit, a copy of the permit and all terms, conditions, and stipulations will be available on site and in physical possession by the Permittee to constitute a valid authorization. These documents must be presented to any Federal, state, or local law enforcement officer upon request.

22. If vehicles, equipment, materials, etc. are left on site overnight, it is recommended that a caretaker be present to ensure the security of such personal property.

23. The Permittee is responsible for any damage to public property. The Permittee must perform, at their sole expense, all repairs, rehabilitation or replacement of public property as required by the Authorized Officer, in order to return the public lands or property to their original condition prior to use by the Permittee or the Permittee’s agents.

24. The painting of rocks, vegetation, structures, or the establishment of permanent markers or improvements is prohibited.

25. The Permittee must ensure that no climbing or alteration of any existing structure or building occurs on public lands.

26. Granting the Authorization by BLM does not guarantee the permittee's use of any specific campsite(s); nor the use of public lands in a given area; and not the exclusive use of any area by a single permittee. Reservation of permanent campsite(s) for exclusive use by the permittee must require specific authorization and payment of an annual fee for each reserved site. A permanent campsite is a location used for a period of fourteen (14) consecutive days or longer.

27. No value will be assigned to or claimed for the permit, or for the occupancy or use of Federal lands or related waters granted thereupon. The permit privileges are not to be considered property on which the permittee will be entitled to earn or receive any return, income, price, or compensation. The use of a permit as collateral is not recognized by the BLM.

28. The permittee or permittee’s representative may not assign, contract, or sublease any portion of the permit authorization or interest therein, directly or indirectly, voluntarily or involuntarily. However, contracting of equipment or services may be approved by the authorized officer in advance, if necessary to supplement a permittee’s operations. Such contracting should not constitute more than half the required equipment or services for any one trip and the permittee must retain operational control of the permitted activity. If equipment or services are contracted, the permittee must continue to be responsible for compliance with all terms, conditions, and stipulations of the permit.

29. The permittee must assume responsibility for inspecting the permitted area, and any surrounding areas, in which participants might reasonably be expected to enter for any hazardous conditions, including: landslides, avalanches, rocks, changing water or weather conditions, falling limbs or trees, submerged objects, hazardous wildlife, abandoned mine shafts, or other hazards that present risks for which the permittee assumes responsibility. With prior approval from the Authorized Officer, identified hazards will be marked and, if necessary, barriers erected to prevent entry.



Drones

1. The permittee and/or permittee’s representative must obey all local, State, and Federal (FAA) drone laws. Link to Regulations: https://www.faa.gov/news/fact_sheets/news_story.cfm?newsId=22615

2. All drone operators must have an approved FAA Section 333 Exemption and submit a copy of the waiver to the BLM office.

3. No drone activity is allowed after sunset.

4. Drones must be grounded if there are any aircraft within the area.

5. Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) or drones are prohibited in wilderness areas.

6. The operation and use of drones in vehicles is forbidden. The operator must be operating the drone from a safe location and not in a vehicle, moving or parked.

7. The use of drones to track wildland fires, wildlife, wild horses and/or burros is prohibited.

8. Drones are not to intentionally fly over wildlife, people, property, or moving vehicles, staying at least 100 feet away.

9. If aerial equipment contains a battery source, permittee must carry a fire extinguisher and shovel to extinguish any unexpected fire.

S anitation & Aesthetics

1. Operation and maintenance of all sanitation, food service, water supplies, systems, and facilities shall comply with the standards of the local department of health and the United States Public Health Service. No historic artifacts such as trash or dump sites are to be collected or cleaned up (i.e. tin cans and bottles.)

2. Permittee must dispose of refuse resulting from the permitted use, including: waste material, garbage, rubbish of all kinds in the following manner: and must guard the purity of streams and other bodies of water:

a. All refuse, tin cans, spent brass, bottles, metal, foil, plastics, and other materials, must be packed out; not buried or burned. Failure to remove litter will result in the assessment of damages by the Authorized Officer. “Litter” means all discarded matter including trash, garbage, refuse, ashes, and equipment.
b. Permittee will be responsible for providing adequate sanitation facilities. There will be no dumping of black water, sewage, or litter. The Permittee must transport all waste and litter to an approved sanitary disposal facility.



c. Porta-Potties facilities are required at all camps having more than 10 people or being used for more than one night. Pit toilets will not be allowed anywhere.
d. Soaps, detergents, food scraps, or any substances that would result in harm to fish and wildlife or to human water supplies, must not be introduced while on public lands. The permittee must assure that neither staff nor clients use soap, shampoos, chlorine, or any other chemical to bathe or wash dishes in any water source.

3. Permittee must protect the scenic aesthetic values of the area under permit and the adjacent lands, while exercising privileges granted during setup, operation, and maintenance of the permitted operation. When camps or other facilities are dismantled, the area should be left in a natural state and in a comparable condition found prior to the authorized activity.

C amping

1. In accordance with Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 503.660, "It is unlawful for any person to camp within 100 yards of a water hole in such a manner that wildlife or domestic stock will be denied access to such water hole.” (1975, pg. 14530).

2. No permanent base camps may be established without prior authorization. A permanent campsite is a location used for a period of fourteen (14) consecutive days or longer.

3. No camping will be allowed in proximity to the following: the California National Historic Trail; Old Spanish Trail National Historic Trail; or the Pony Express National Historic Trail, except at developed or established campgrounds.

4. Construction of permanent fences or corrals is prohibited. Temporary facilities may be constructed provided they are dismantled and removed within 30 days following the termination of yearly guiding operations. All temporary facilities must be requested in writing and receive prior approval from the Authorized Officer.

5. No live trees may be cut for use in constructing temporary facilities. 

6. Food and/or equipment caches will not be allowed unless prior approval is obtained from Authorized Officer. Location of proposed caches must be described in the permit application.

FFires

1. Permittee must contact the local office within five (5) days prior to filming to obtain the latest fire restrictions and shall be cognizant of extreme fire danger. An axe, shovel, water, and water bucket must be available at all camps. BLM monitors will be required during any filming that includes the use of open flame. The use of pyrotechnics, helicopters, and aircraft is prohibited.

2. Permittee must be cognizant of the extreme fire danger and precautions must be taken to avoid starting a wildfire. Permittee must be aware of the current fire restrictions in each area at the time of the authorized activity. Contact the local Forest Service or BLM office for information on fire restrictions.

3. All types of open fires must be built only in areas that are presently free of vegetation. A general rule of thumb is to use a clear area at least 15 feet in diameter. No new fire rings will be made when existing rings are available in an area. Use of gas stoves or charcoal briquettes is encouraged, and packing of fuels may be necessary to supplement naturally available firewood. The use of fire pans is strongly encouraged. All campfires must be cold to the touch before leaving the site.

4. Campfires must not be left unattended; permittees are solely responsible for all fires which they, their employees, or their customers start. Permittees will be held responsible for fire suppression costs resulting from wildfires caused by the permittee customers, and participants.

5. Use of fires and stoves are prohibited within old cabins or historic structures, as well as rock shelters, and caves.

6. An axe, shovel, water, and water bucket must be available at each camp for fire control.

7. Wildfires should be reported immediately to 911 or the nearest BLM office. Permittee is responsible for informing employees, clients, and participants of the current fire danger and requirements that may be placed in effect by the BLM or the State of Nevada.

8. Cutting or gathering green trees or their parts, or removing dead limbs from standing trees is prohibited [43 CFR 4140.1]. Cutting or gathering firewood from historic structures is prohibited.  

MMotorized Vehicle Use

1. Vehicle use and surface disturbance shall be limited to existing roads, ways, disturbed areas, or authorized open plays or sand dunes; unless specifically approved in writing as part of the permitted activity.  Vehicle speeds are limited to 25 MPH on all dirt and access roads unless otherwise posted.

2. No vehicle use will be allowed on any of the more intact (Oregon California Trails Association Class I) segments of the California Trail. Intact means that wagon wheel ruts or a depression are present. Vehicles must stay on present day established roads.

3. The BLM encourages the use of “Tread Lightly!” ethics and “Leave No Trace” principles. Responsible off highway vehicle use means staying on already existing routes. Avoid travelling on muddy roads to minimize damage.

C ultural Resources

1. The Permittee must not film, photograph, or share any information regarding sensitive cultural (prehistoric and historic) sites, including caves.

2. Photographing or filming petroglyphs or pictographs containing anthropomorphic figures (i.e. figures having human characteristics) is prohibited.

3. Photographing or filming skyline shots that identify the location of any archaeological or paleontological site is prohibited.

4. Any cultural (historic or prehistoric site or object) and/or paleontological resources discovered by the Permittee or any person working on the Permittee's behalf, on public lands must be immediately reported to the Authorized Officer. The Permittee must suspend all operations in the immediate area of such discovery until written authorization to proceed is issued by the Authorized Officer (as defined at 43 CFR 10.2).

5. Collection or disturbance of artifacts and other archaeological, historical, and paleontological materials by the Permittee, its representatives, or employees, is prohibited. Offenders will be subject to prosecution under the appropriate State and Federal laws.

WWildlife/Pants/Wild Horse & Burro

1. The Permittee must inform all staff and clients that wild horses and burros (WH&Bs) are protected by Federal law and must prevent harassment of WH&Bs from permitted activities. Prohibited acts include but are not limited to:

a. Maliciously injuring or harassing a wild horse or burro; removing or attempting to remove a wild horse or burro from public lands; destroying a wild horse or burro; selling or attempting to sell a wild horse or burro; and, commercially exploiting a wild horse or burro. Crimes are punishable by fine and/or imprisonment. Examples of violations might include harassment by ATV or drone, injury or death by a bullet or arrow, and illegal capture.
b. Stay at least 100 feet away from wild horses or burros.
c. Do not feed or try to attract animals towards you.
d. Keep dogs under control so they do not disturb or chase wild horses or burros.
e. Report sick or injured animals, or violations, to the BLM.

2. This permit does not authorize the taking, killing, or collection of any wildlife, vegetation, soils, or the introduction of plants or animals at any location authorized by this permit

FFirst-aid equipment

1. The permit holder must have a first aid kit in the vehicle. The needs should be determined by the size of the party.

WWinnemucca Specific Stipulations

1. This permit does not authorize any photography or filming of or the Burning Man special recreation permit area.

2. If large scale camera equipment is used on the Black Rock playa the proponent is expected to obscure the circular carving tracks within one week of filming.

SSouthern Nevada Specific Stipulations

1. This permit does not authorize any photography or filming of or within Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area and Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area. Separate film permits may be obtained with the Red Rock/Sloan Field Office.

2. For the safety of the desert tortoise, the area of activity shall be confined to the smallest practical area.  Project area boundaries must be delineated with flagging or other marking to minimize surface disturbance associated with vehicle straying. The Authorized Officer, in coordination with the permittee, must ensure compliance with this measure.

3. When in desert tortoise habitat, workers must inspect for tortoises under a vehicle prior to moving it. If a tortoise is present, the permittee must contact the Authorized Officer immediately and await further instructions. The vehicle must remain stationary until the Authorized Officer, and/or an authorized representative designated by the Authorized Officer, supervises moving the vehicle; or the tortoise moves out from under the vehicle to a safe distance.

4. Should a desert tortoise enter the area of filming or photography, the Permittee will immediately stop all activity until such time as the animal has left the area of its own accord. The permittee and all participants are prohibited to take, harm, harass, pickup, or move any desert tortoise found on Public Lands. The Authorized Officer must be notified immediately of any tortoise occurrence.

5. Any dogs in the permitted area are required to be on a leash at all times.  Pet fecal waste must be cleaned and removed by the permittee.

6. If filming on a lake bed, a Desert Tortoise Monitor is required when standing water is present on the lake bed. Under no circumstances is the Permittee to operate on the Jean Dry Lake bed during wet conditions. At any time the dry lake surface is wet, all activities must be postponed until the dry lake surface is dry to the touch, and no tracks or mud can be made by vehicle passage.

7. If any Gila monsters are encountered during filming, please report it immediately to the Nevada Division of Wildlife at (702) 476-5127 and the office of the Authorized Officer.

NNational Conservation Area & National Monument Specific Stipulations

1. When filming within the Basin and Range National Monument (NM), Black Rock National Conservation Area (NCA) or Gold Butte NM:

a. Permittee must inform each person present that they must not appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any feature of the NCA or NM as per the Presidential Proclamations or Congressional Legislation establishing these units.



b. Except for life threatening emergency situations, motorized vehicle use (trucks, jeeps, OHVs) within the boundary of the NCAs and NMs is restricted to existing roads intended for such vehicles (except the Black Rock playa). If such emergency incident occurs, the Permittee must notify the Authorized Officer of the location, time, and nature of the emergency, within 24 hours of the occurrence.

EEly Specific Stipulations

1. Filming for commercial use within the boundary of identified Desert Tortoise Habitat is:

a. Prohibited in the Kane Springs and Mormon Mesa Areas of Critical Environmental Concern.
b. Allowed during the tortoise inactive season only (November 1 through February 28/29).
c. Outlined in the District Map, Restricted Areas and Exhibit - Desert Tortoise handout. Please contact BLM Ely DO Points of Contact for specific maps.



Failure to comply with any terms or conditions of this permit may result in the immediate suspension or termination of the permit and may result in civil or criminal charges (43 CFR 2801.10), as appropriate.
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