Eugene, Oregon, Thursday, October 25, 1990

JETTERS

IN THE EDITOR'S MAILBAG

Drainage unjustified

I am writing In regard to Bohemia Inc.'s
draining of the Porton mil! pond located near
the town of Blachly. This was & waste of a
recreational resource and a scenic reservolr.

It used to be common to see fishermen
along the banks and in boats throughout the
pond, Fishing Is entirely impossible now. The
pond was also a very popular local swimming
hole. That, too, has been taken away. As a
recreational source, the pond is now a waste.

Aside from recreational activities, the Hor-
ton mil pond was once pleasurable (o look
upon. Now It is nothing more than a barren
mud flal. Upon that barren mud flat, there is
everything from fish flopping almiessly within
the mud to raccoons feasting on the fish with-
oul realizing that thelr source of food will soon
be permanently exhausted. A very large por-
tion of local wildlife will suffer from Bohemia's
dralning of the pond.

By draining the pond, Bohemia also ook
away a major source oif fire prevention. If
there were to be a fire near the area, the big-

gest source of waler with which to fighl the fire
would be gone.

Bohemia may believe its drainage of the
pond was justified for i1s own reasons, bul the
losses should seem obvious to all. In my opin-
lon, the drainage of the pond was not justified,
and the disadvantages oulweigh the advaniages
by far, removing many aspects that were Im-

portant to the wildiife and people around the
former Horton mil pond,

JAKE BISHOP
Junction City



