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Information Request Checklist for 
Right-of-Way Rental Exemption Determination
For Electric or Telephone Facilities Financed or Eligible for Financing
Pursuant to the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as Amended
This Checklist is to be completed by a right-of-way (ROW) applicant or holder seeking a rent exemption under Section 504(g) of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, as amended (FLPMA), 43 U.S.C. 1764(g), for a ROW for electric or telephone facilities financed, or eligible for financing, pursuant to the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as amended (RE Act). 
The following information and documentation must be provided to the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) as part of a ROW applicant’s plan of development (POD) or as an attachment to Standard Form (SF) 299, Application for Transportation and Utility Systems and Facilities on Federal Lands. The information and documentation is sought pursuant to 43 CFR 2804.12(c) to allow the BLM to determine whether a ROW may be granted, issued, or renewed without rent for electric or telephone facilities financed, or eligible for financing, under the RE Act. A ROW applicant or holder not seeking a rent exemption should not complete this Checklist. 
For electric or telephone facilities that have received financing from the Rural Utilities Services (RUS) pursuant to the RE Act, complete Part I.  For telephone and electric facilities that are eligible for financing pursuant to the RE Act, complete either Parts II or III, as applicable.
Part I
1. General Information
a. BLM Serial Number of Application or Authorization: ______________________________________________________________
b. Applicant’s/Holder’s RUS Program Project Number, Code or Other Identification, if any: _______________________________________________ 
c. Name of Applicant/Holder:___________________________________________
d. Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
e. Telephone: ______________________ Email Address: _____________________      
2. BLM Contact Information: (Internal BLM Use)
a. Name: ___________________________Title:____________________________
b. Email Address: ______________________ Telephone: _____________________
c. State/Field Office: _________________________________________________
d. Address: ________________________________________________________________
3. RUS Financed Facilities
a. Did the Applicant/Holder obtain financing for this facility pursuant to the RE Act of 1936, as amended? ). 
☐    Yes 
If yes, please provide the following: 
Date of Financial Approval by the RUS ____________________
Borrower Designation _________________________________________
Loan Designation ____________________________________________
☐    No
b. Is the facility an extension from a facility that has received RUS financing pursuant to the RE Act?       ☐    Yes      ☐    No 
c. If yes to either 3a or 3b, please provide one of the following documents from your RUS loan package for the facility authorized by the ROW for which a rent exemption is sought, or for the facility from which that facility is an extension:
· RUS Form 740c, Form 532 or Form 490 (attach) 
· Other evidence of RUS financing for an electric or telephone facility. 
Facilities Not Financed by the RUS
If you have not received RUS financing for an electric or telephone facility, or if the financing documents in listed above are not available at this time, please complete either Part II, for Electric Facilities, or Part III, for Telephone Facilities, which will be reviewed in consultation with the RUS. Select all answers that apply. You will be contacted if we determine that additional information is required.
Part II: Electric Facilities Eligible for Financing Pursuant to the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as amended
4. Type of Borrower: 
☐  Corporation, State, territory, or subdivision and agencies thereof
☐  Municipality
☐  People’s utility district
☐  Cooperative, nonprofit, limited-dividend, or mutual association 
5. Purpose of Facility: 
☐  Provide retail electric service needs of rural areas
☐  Provide power supply needs of distribution borrowers
6. Type of Electric Facility: 
☐  Generating plant
☐  Electric transmission and distribution lines
7. Description of Electric Facility: 
a. ☐  Existing  (or) ☐  Proposed New Construction
b. Is this part of a larger project?  ☐ Yes ☐  No
c. County:_______________________ 
d. State: _________________________________
e. Location: Meridian_________ Township ____________ 
Range _____________ Section _______________
f. General Description of technology used:  Voltage or wattage of facility, and if electric line, provide the pole type, wire size and operating voltage, and current (DC or AC) power of facility
8. Description of Area Served:
☐  Within a service area of a borrower for which a borrower has an outstanding loan
☐  Any area other than a city, town, or unincorporated area that has a population that is equal to or less than 20,000 inhabitants 
☐  The facility does not serve a rural area
9. Required supportive evidence: 
a. If you have not received financing from RUS, provide a map showing the planned facility, the area it will serve, and most recent census data for that area. 
b. Provide a detailed narrative description of how the facility would be eligible for RUS financing under the RE Act, 7 U.S.C. 901, et seq. 
10.     RUS Statement of Eligibility for Financing (Agency Use Only)
Based upon the information provided, the RUS has determined the facility 
______ Is 





_____ Is not 
eligible for financing pursuant to the RE Act, as amended.  If a ROW applicant/holder should apply to the RUS for financing, the RUS will make a further eligibility determination under the RE Act at the time of the application, which determination may differ from that above. 
Approved by: _______________________________________ Date: ______________ 
Division Director or Designated Representative on behalf of
Assistant Administrator, Electric Programs 
Comments (attach additional pages as necessary): 
Part III: Telephone Facilities Eligible for Financing Pursuant to the Rural Electrification Act of 1936, as amended
11.  Type of Borrower: 
☐  Entity providing telephone service in rural areas
☐  Public body providing telephone service in rural areas
☐  Cooperative, nonprofit, limited dividend, or mutual association
☐  State or local governments
☐  Indian Tribe
☐  An emergency communications equipment provider
12. Purpose of Facility: 
☐  Furnish and improve telephone service in rural areas
☐  Finance facilities and equipment which expand, improve and provide 911 access; integrated interoperable emergency communications, including multi-use networks that provide commercial or transportation information services in addition to emergency communications services; homeland security communications; transportation safety communications; or  location technologies used outside an urbanized area.
13. Type of Facility: 
☐  Telephone
☐  Communications Site
☐  Fiber Optic Cable 
☐  Broadband
14. If the applicant is an RUS Broadband Borrower, are the facilities proposed for an upgrade in a service area with broadband service that was financed by the RUS Broadband Loan Program?
☐  Yes  ☐ No
15. Does the broadband speed for the service for which the facilities are proposed meet the required minimum bandwidth of 5 Mb/s for both fixed and mobile service to the customer for both download plus upload speeds?
☐  Yes   ☐  No
16.  Description of Facility: 
a. ☐  Existing  (or) ☐  Proposed New Construction
b. County:______________________ State:________________________________ 
c. Location: Meridian_________ Township __________ 
Range ___________ Section ______________
d. Latitude and Longitude: __________________________________________________
e. General Description of Technology Used:  If the facility will serve more than one purpose, describe each purpose separately on an attached sheet.  Include in detail the service for which the facilities are used, including service speed.  Use additional sheets if necessary.  Include whether the facilities are for serving subscriber(s) within its service area or the facilities Competitive Local Exchange Carrier purpose.
17. Description of Area Served:
☐  The facility serves an area other than a city, town, or incorporated area that has a population that is equal to or less than 20,000 inhabitants. 
☐  The facility serves an area other than a city or town that has a population of greater than 50,000 inhabitants, or an urbanized area contiguous and adjacent to such city or town.  An urbanized area comprises a densely populated territory as defined in the latest decennial census. 
☐  The facility serves an area not included within the boundaries of  any incorporated or unincorporated city, village, or borough having a population in excess of 5,000 inhabitants. 
☐  The facility does not serve a rural area. 
18. Are any competitive providers already providing the same service?
☐  Yes  ☐   No
19. Check below whether the proposed facilities are to provide service as
☐  Incumbent Local Exchange Service Provider; or
☐  Competitive Local Exchange Service Provider.
20. Required Supportive Evidence: 
a. If you have not received financing from RUS, provide a map showing the planned facility, the area it will serve, and most recent census data for that area. 
b. Provide a detailed narrative description of how the facility would be eligible for RUS financing under the Rural Electrification Act, 7 U.S.C. 901, et seq. 
21. RUS Statement of Eligibility for Financing (Agency Use Only)
Based upon the information provided, the RUS  has determined the facility
____ Is 





_____ Is not 
eligible for financing pursuant to the RE Act, as amended.  If a ROW applicant/holder should apply to the RUS for financing, the RUS will make a further eligibility determination under the RE Act at the time of the application, which determination may differ from that above. 
Approved by: ________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
Division Director or Designated Representative on behalf of
Assistant Administrator, Telephone Program 
Comments (attach additional pages as necessary):
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