LETTER OF AGREEMENT
FOR ORGANIZED GROUP RECREATION USE
between the
 RIVER VALLEY FIELD OFFICE
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
and
YOUTH IN OUTDOORS GROUP
Youth in Outdoors Group! (YOG!)
Attn: Ann Bouvier
1234 Community Way
Mountains Majesty, WI 45902
Welcome to the Public Lands!  We hope you enjoy your visit. 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is responsible for the balanced management of your public lands and resources.  Management is based on the principles of multiple use and sustained yield, a combination of uses that takes into account the long-term needs of future generations for renewable and nonrenewable resources.  These resources include recreation, range, timber, minerals, watershed, fish and wildlife, wilderness, and natural, scenic, scientific, and cultural values.
Special recreation permits may be required for recreation activities by organized groups using public lands and related waters.  Criteria used to determine whether a permit is necessary include: concern for health and safety, the need to manage lands and resources properly, and the need to coordinate with other public land users.  Based on our evaluation of your planned activity, such a permit does not appear to be necessary.
Type of Activity: 
Backpacking, camping, environmental education
Place: Lolly Run trail, Josephine trailhead
Date and Time: October 22 – 24, 3 days
Estimated Number of staff and vehicles: X staff, X vehicles
Number of qualified youth participants under age 26: XX youth
Qualification criteria:

1. Program participants are all under 26 years of age.
2. The trip is an overnight or multi-night recreational/educational excursion. 

3. Attendees are paying no more than shared expenses directly attributable to the trip.

4. 70 percent or more of the participants meet at least one or more of the following criteria:

· Out of school youth

· In foster care or aging out of foster care.

· Limited English proficiency.

· Homeless or have run away from home

· At risk of leaving secondary school without a diploma

· A former juvenile offender, or at risk of delinquency

· Youth with disabilities
Activity Contact Person: Ann Bouvier (Executive Director YOG!) Phone: (333) 999-000; Jacinto Gonzalez (Trip Leader) Phone (444) 999-000
BLM Contact Person:  Ima Planner    Phone: (555) 555-5501
A permit may be required in the future if proposed YOG activities change and:
(Include national/local permit triggers as appropriate, e.g.)
1. Pose a risk for damage to public land or related water resources.
2. Require management or monitoring by BLM personnel.
3. Participants pay more than the shared expenses directly attributable to the trip.
Certain actions help ensure safe and successful outings.  The signatories to this letter of agreement agree that: 
(Include activity specific or local considerations as appropriate, e.g.)
1. Your organization will treat your surroundings, and your fellow visitors with respect.
2. Your organization will practice the TREAD LIGHTLY and LEAVE NO TRACE principles in the attached brochures.
3. Campfires may be banned at the time of your activity.  You are responsible for knowing and following the state of Wisconsin’s fire restrictions.  When campfires are authorized, they may be built in existing fire rings only.
4. Proper disposal of human waste is critical.  The attached LEAVE NO TRACE pamphlet describes proper procedures.
5. Participants will REMOVE ALL TRASH to help keep public lands clean.  (Picking up trash left by less thoughtful people helps maintain the scenic beauty of your public lands.)
6. The participants assume all risks for natural phenomena that may be encountered.  (Advise all participants of conditions they may encounter.)
7. Nothing in this agreement shall be construed to imply permission to build any structure or conduct any activity not specifically named.
8. Disorderly or otherwise objectionable conduct such as harassment of wildlife, livestock, or other lawful users of public lands and related waters will not be tolerated and could be the basis for denial of similar agreements in the future.
9. Protect natural resource values, cultural, prehistoric or historic artifacts, aesthetic values, and any improvement on public lands.
10. If there is any question concerning regulations on public lands and related waters, please contact our office immediately.
This agreement is not an authorization to use public lands.  Failure to abide by all activity parameters in this agreement may result in a permit being required for future activities. 
Activity Organizer’s Signature __________________________________________
Date __________________________
BLM Authorized Officer’s Signature _____________________________________
